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Deviations in Popular Piety

64. While the Magisterium highlights the undeniable qualities of popular piety, it does not
hesitate to point out dangers which can affect it: lack of a sufficient number of Christian
elements such as the salvific significance of the Resurrection of Christ …

The Life of Worship: Communion with the Father, Through Christ, in the Holy
Spirit

80. … It is also necessary for popular piety to emphasize the primary and basic importance of the
Resurrection of Christ. The loving devotion for the suffering of Christ, often demonstrated by
popular piety, should also be completed by setting it in the context his glorification so as to give
integral expression to the salvific plan of God as revealed in Christ, and allow for its inextricable
link with his Paschal mystery. Only in this manner can the authentic face of Christianity be seen
with its victory over death and its celebration of him who is “God of the living and not of the
dead” (Mt 22, 32), of Christ, the living one, who was dead but now lives forever (cf. Ap 1, 28)
and of the Spirit “who is Lord and giver of life”(96).

Veneration of the Crucified Christ

128. … Devotion to the Cross, however, sometimes requires a certain enlightenment. The
faithful should be taught to place the Cross in its essential reference to the Resurrection of Christ:
the Cross, the empty tomb, the Death and Resurrection of Christ are indispensable in the Gospel
narrative of God’s salvific plan. … Such expressions of piety, often promoted by persons of
great sanctity, are legitimate. However, in order to avoid excessive fragmentation in
contemplation of the mystery of the Cross, it is always useful to emphasize the whole event of
the Passion, as is the case in biblical and patristic tradition.

Stations of the Cross

134 … the Via Crucis is a pious devotion connected with the Passion of Christ; it should
conclude, however, in such fashion as to leave the faithful with a sense of expectation of the
resurrection in faith and hope; following the example of the Via Crucis in Jerusalem which ends
with a station at the Anastasis, the celebration could end with a commemoration of the Lord’s
resurrection.
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